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HOUSE PASSES BROWN'’S LEGISLATION ON SEIZING WEAPONS FROM A DANGEROUS INDIVIDUAL

INDIANAPOLIS — Today legislation co-authored by State Rep. Charlie Brown (D-Gary) on
seizing weapons from a dangerous individual was passed out of the House on a 100-0 vote.

Under Brown'’s legislation, weapons could be seized from individuals believed to be
mentally ill. The weapons could then be retained by law enforcement for up to 45 days. The bill
would also permit courts to issue search warrants for dangerous individuals who are believed to

possess a dangerous weapon.

House Bill 1776 was offered because of the tragic shooting on the south side of
Indianapolis last August that left four officers wounded and both Officer Timothy “Jake” Laird
and the shooter's mother dead. Kenneth Anderson, the man charged with the shootings, had a

history of mental health problems.

“The deaths that occurred last summer were tragic losses that should never have
happened,” said Brown. “By allowing officers to seize weapons from individuals they believe to

be mentally ill, a devastating instance like this will hopefully never happen again.”

Brown'’s legislation will now be sent to the Indiana Senate for consideration.



